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MISSION, VISION
AND PROMISE

Our Mission Every day at Denver I
CASA, our volunteers

Child Advocates - Denver CASA recruits and work hard to change a
trains community volunteers from diverse back child’s story.
grounds to advocate for the best interests of chik

dren, who have experienced abuse or neglect, Our Promise

in the pursuit of safe and permanent homes.

Children and youth who have experienced
Our Vision abuse or neglect are among the most vulner
able populations in America. A child in foster
care may have faced physical, psychological
or emotional trauma and years of uncertainty
as they wait to go home, be adopted or sim
ply see what happens next. All that chaos has
long-term e ects. Young people who have
spent time in foster care are more likely
to face incarceration, homelessness and
unemployment. They are less likely to
graduate high school and more likely to
8 be victims of tra cking and commercial
sexual exploitation.

Our vision is that all children are thriving emo
tionally, mentally, and physically with lifelong
connections to caring and responsible adults, a
permanent home and a safe and nurturing envi
ronment where they have a sense of belonging.
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There is a simple and e ective solution: A
.| CASA Volunteer. CASA stands for Court
Appointed Special Advocate. A CASA is
a trained community member who acts
1 as an agent of the court. They work di
A\ rectly with the professionals on the case
to make sure that the best interests of
the children and youth they serve are al
\ ways front-and-center. A young person
¥ who has a CASA Volunteer has the best
chance of a successful outcome.
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A Letter from Our Executive

Director and Board President

Dear friends,

At the start of the global
pandemic, Child Advocates -
Denver CASA was faced with a
daunting reality for not only our
organization, but for our entire
sector. Child welfare experts
cautioned that an increase in
isolated families may have a
devastating e ect on the rates
of child abuse and neglect.
Community support is a
critical component to ensuring
child well-being in our cases,
and when the stay-at-home
order went into eect, our
organization had to gure out
how to best meet the needs
of our kids and families in a
completely new way.

At the beginning of 2020, Child
Advocates - Denver CASA
also celebrated 25 years of
advocacy and quality service
provision. While no one could
have imagined the challenges
this past year involved, we are
proud to look back and see
CASA volunteers and families

Sincerely,

Karen Silverman
Executive Director

nding new ways to connect
and advocate for children.
Elijah’s journey from hospital
to home, found later in the
report, especially reminds us
of what amazing things can
happen when our children
and families have a CASA in
their corner. We are grateful to
celebrate the successes of our
CASA volunteers, children, and
families. These wins, big and
small, are made all the more
impressive in the middle of this
shared crisis.

Throughout the pandemic,
Child Advocates - Denver CASA
worked hard and got creative to
ensure children and families had
the support they needed. We
asked our donors to walk with
us during these uncertain times
and gathered virtually for the rst
time, raising $179,000 between
the rsttwo online events in this
history of our organization. Our
sta onboarded over 147 new
volunteers and served 59% of

Child Advocates - Denver CASA

Denver cases—the highest rate
of service in the history of the
organization. In a year when
the world shut down, Child
Advocates-Denver CASA was
busier than ever nding new
ways to support our children
and families.

After a year full of enormous
challenges and unforeseen
complications, we are so
grateful for our community of
CASA volunteers who continue
to go above and beyond to
celebrate our children and
families. Everything  Child
Advocates - Denver CASA has
accomplished over the past
25 years, including over 6,500
children served, is because of
the hard work and passion of
our CASA community. Above
all—we want to celebrate the
children and families Child
Advocates - Denver CASA
works with every day.

Caitlyn McHugh
Board President
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CASA/CAL
Best-Interest Advocacy

REPORT
u have learned
d to the court.

Report what Yo
and observe

ENGAGE COLLABORATE

Collaborate with others to ensure that
" ices are provided and are

in the child's best interest

Engage with the child during

reqular visits

RECOMMEND

ak u the child's
mmer 5 regard
ded sen and monit
@ is relea:

Studies have show that children who have a CASA volunteer are:

« MORElikely to nd a safe, permanent home
« MORElIikely to succeed in school
« HALF AS LIKELYto re-enter the foster care system
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FINANCIALS

Without the support of individuals, foundations, corporations, and
government dollars, we would be unable to serve the children in our
community. We extend our deepest gratitude to our partners, who
share the Child Advocates - Denver CASA mission and successes.

USE OF FUNDS

PrOQIAM SEIVICES. .. oot ittt e e et e e e e e e e et e e e et e e e et e e e et e eeetaneeees $592,¢
Y= Vg =T 1= 1= o | RSP $60
UL o Lo L= ES 1 o R PP $123,5
TOMAl EXPENSES. ..ottt e e e e et e e e e e e e a e $ 777,082

SOURCES OF REVENUE

Individuals and COrpPOratioNS ........cuuiiiiiieie e e e e e e e e e e eeens $297,1(
Foundations & COMMUNILY GrOUPS.....ccuuuueeiiieeeiiieee et e e et e e e e et e e e e e e e et e e eaanaeas $205,81
(€101 V7T 0] 1= o | PP $22¢
FUNAIaISING EVENES. ...t e e e e e e e e et e e eaeeee $189
(@ 11 1= ol 2 1= PP
NS RNV TS AT oo L X0 1 0 TS $3,(
T ST Lo O] 1 o 1011 o] o 1SR $17
Total SUPPOIt ANA FEVENUE........cieii e e e e e e e eaaaas $941,900

. -I 'E-II For a complete list of our supporters, scan the QR code or visit
h"f:l s https://denvercasa.org/2020-denver-casa-donors/
1
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25 years of

celebrating childhood




| J

ELIJAH
STORY

'S

In the middle of a global
crisis, one child’s story
shows what is possible with
a CASA Volunteer’s care
and support.

Elijah had a long journey ahead of him. Born with
several developmental disabilities and addicted
to drugs, Elijah began his life in the foster system
and needed abundant care and special attention.
He had no biological family in his life and
required a supportive and attentive foster family.
Meanwhile, during the long process of nding

a permanent home , Elijah needed someone to
make sure his needs

were met. Joanne,

a longtime CASA

volunteer, was a

perfect match for his

case.

While Joanne

dedicated her time

to representing

Elijah’s best interest

in the courtroom,

she could see that

Elijah needed extra

support outside of

the courthouse. She loved going to the hospital
to spend time with Elijah, holding him and singing
his favorite songs.

When Denver issued the stay-at-home order,
Joanne suddenly could no longer make her

weekly visits to hold Elijah. CASA Volunteers were
still needed in virtual court, but could no longer
safely meet face-to-face with kids and families.
As life moved inside, Joanne was determined to
nd creative ways to support Elijah and his life in
the child welfare system.

Just before the pandemic began, Elijah was
connected with a
foster family while
still in the hospital.
No longer able to visit
Elijah in the hospital,
Joanne set up Zoom
calls and activities
with Elijah’s foster
family. She spent her
now ample free time
knitting colorful hats
for Elijah to keep
him warm in the
chilly hospital wing.
Remarkably, in the

midst of the pandemic, Elijah had gotten strong

enough to leave the hospital.

His initial prognosis was grim, but he continued to
exceed his doctor’s developmental expectations
and moved to a home environment sooner than
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expected. Since he still required regular care, brave and resourceful community members
Joanne would meet Elijah and his family in a who can, when working as a team, achieve
parking lot before weekly doctor’s appointments. extraordinary outcomes. As we navigate a new
Standing six feet apart with masks

on, Joanne and the family found a

way to check-in while prioritizing

everyone’s safety and health. While

it wasn't an ideal situation, they did

their best to make it work.

Elijah now has a safe, permanent
home that will allow him to
continue growing and thriving.
His foster family is in the process
of adopting Elijah, and Joanne
still checks in every week. Elijah’s
doctors continue to note that the
leaps and bounds he’s made in his
developmental progress would not
have been possible without the
extra care and support he received
from everyone involved. Even in a
public health crisis, Denver CASA
Volunteers, like Joanne, worked harder than ever normal and incorporate the unexpected into our
to support children and families. If 2020 taught everyday lives, we celebrate the CASA kids and
us anything, it is that our community is lled with families who achieved so much during these
di cult times.

“If 2020 taught
us anything,

It IS that our
community Is
lled with brave
and resourceful
community
members.”

Child Advocates - Denver CASA




OUR TEAM




25 years of -
Connectlng communities
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FROM OUR VOLUNTEERS

“I know that | can’t x the world but |

kn_ow that by showing up for this_one ~ “Being a CASA gives back to the

child, | can make a little change in thelrCommunityin a way that lets me do

world and that to me makes all the : .

di erence.” so many thingadvocate in ways
that | can, experience the joy and

wonder of childhood, learn about

“Taking an hour or two out of m . .
aKng y how other people in my communi-

week makes all the di erence to

the child and kinship family in my ty live and what barriers they face
case. The additional support a and grow as a person all at the same
CASA can provide to a child go- time.”

ing through a tough time is greater
than you can imagine.”

“This Is the most qua it work tht
c n be done to support chidren nd
f miies in the foster c re s stem.”

Child Advocates -
Denver CASA
Webpage
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